
The Brown Water Navy in Vietnam 

By Robert H. Stoner, GMCM (SW)(Ret) 

  
The naval war in South Vietnam during the years 1964 to 1975 was very 
dynamic.  For the Americans aiding the South Vietnamese, the effort was 
several fold: (1) build and equip a capable Vietnamese Navy; (2) teach the 
new VNN how to fight; (3) how to keep itself supplied; and (4) how to keep 
itself operational.  
  
At the same time, the United States Navy found itself embroiled in a war 

that was fought at first, off the coastal waters of South Vietnam, and then in 

the river deltas, smaller waterways and canals of the country.  To combat 

North Vietnamese infiltration of men and supplies by sea, three Task 

Forces were formed: TF-115 called Operation MARKET TIME; TF-116 

called Operation GAME WARDEN; and TF-117 called the MOBILE 

RIVERINE FORCE (a joint amphibious Army-Navy riverine operation). 

To read more follow this link: 
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